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Our Mission

The IHSA governs the equitable participation in interscholastic 
athletics and activities that enrich the educational experience.  



Knowledge of IHSA Handbook

▪ IHSA Constitution, By-laws 
and Board Policies 

▪ Become familiar with the 
By-law Compliance Check 
List!





IHSA By-law 3.030 - Residence

▪Fundamental Principle – To be eligible regarding residence, 
a student must live with his/her parents, custodial parent 
(court appointed), or guardian appointed by a judge.  

▪Our by-law for participation is much more restrictive than 
the law that governs who can attend your school.  



IHSA By-law 3.030 - Residence

▪On your registration materials ask some form of the 
following question:

▪“Does the student reside with his/her parents, custodial 
parent, or court appointed legal guardian?”

▪If the answer is “No,” a RED FLAG should go up indicating 
additional information required.    



IHSA By-law 3.030 - Residence

▪The Residence By-laws provide provisions for Public 
Schools, Private Schools, Public Schools without Boundaries 
and Students in Prescribed Conditions.

▪Prescribed Conditions include the following:
•Residential Students
•Students who have completed 3 years of high school at the 
same school  
•Foreign Exchange Students*
•Special Education and Vocational Students    









IHSA By-law 3.031 - Residence

▪ Public School Students meet the residence by-law when:  
•They reside full time with parents, custodial parent/legal guardian or they 

currently and for the last two years prior to enrolling in high school resided with 
a family member or relative who provided full support of the student within the 
boundaries of the  attendance area of the high school they attend; or
•They reside with parents or custodial parent/legal guardian and have attended 
7th and 8th grade as a tuition paying non-resident student in the district in which 
the high school they attend is located; or 
•They reside with one birth or adopted parent or other relative without 

assignment of custody provided:
–Their residence is in the attendance area of the member school they attend is located; 
and

–They attended that member school the previous school term.
–If a freshman, they attended both 7th and 8th grade in the district.   

    



IHSA By-law 3.032 and 3.033 – Residence

▪ Private School Students and Student in Public Schools without 
Boundaries will meet the residence by-law as a freshmen when:  
•They reside with parents or custodial parent/legal guardian within a 
30-mile radius of the school; or
•They reside with parents or custodial parent/legal guardian and 
attended a private school for the previous two school terms; or
•They reside with a family member or other relative providing full 
support for the previous two school terms in the public school district 
in which the private school is located; or
•They reside with parents or custodial parent/legal guardian and attend 
the private member school attended by one or both of their parents.   

    



IHSA By-law 3.040 - Transfer

▪When a student transfers from one high school to an IHSA 
member school, the student must comply with the transfer 
by-laws and the residence by-laws.  

▪Transfer student defined:  Any student who is in your high 
school this year who was not in your school last year.  The 
exception is an incoming freshman who is enrolling in high 
school for the first time.  



IHSA By-law 3.040 - Transfer

▪Principals Concurrence – 3.041.  IHSA by-laws require that 
both the sending principal and the receiving principal 
approve a transfer prior to any participation in 
interscholastic athletics.  A copy of the Principals’ 
Concurrence Form is available at IHSA.org.  

▪When both principals concur with the transfer, this does 
not necessarily mean a student is eligible.  



IHSA By-law 3.040 - Transfer

▪ IHSA By-law 3.042 – After the official start date of an IHSA 
season, a student transferring from one school to another is 
ineligible for any sport in which he/she has been 
participating.  

▪Furthermore, the student is ineligible for all sports for 30 
days.  



IHSA By-law 3.040 - Transfer

▪ IHSA By-law 3.043.1 through 3.043.4 articulates situations 
in which transfer students may be eligible.  

▪Under the provisions of 3.043.3, a ruling by the Executive 
Director is required prior to participation in interscholastic 
athletics.

▪All other transfers require a ruling by the Executive Director 
prior to participation in interscholastic athletics.  



IHSA By-law 3.043.1 - Transfer

▪The student transfers attendance in conjunction with a 
change in residence by both the student and his/her 
parents, custodial parent, surviving parent (in the case of a 
student with one deceased parent), or guardian from one 
public high school district to a different public high school 
district.



IHSA By-law 3.043.2 - Transfer

▪The student transfers attendance from one public high 
school in a school district which supports two (2) or more 
public high schools to another public high school in that 
school district and the transfer is with a change in residence 
by both the student and his/her parents, custodial parent, 
surviving parent, or guardian to a residence within the 
boundaries established by the governing board of the 
school district for the high school to which the student 
transfers. 



IHSA By-law 3.043.3 - Transfer

▪ In the event the student transfers attendance from any high 
school to any other high school and the transfer is not in 
conjunction with a change in residence by both the student 
and his/her parents, custodial parent, surviving parent, or 
guardian to a residence outside the boundaries of the public 
school district attendance area the family originally resided 
in, the Executive Director may grant eligibility based on 
documentation that the transfer was necessitated by one or 
more of the following:  



IHSA By-law 3.043.3 - Transfer

▪Student is enrolling for the first time in his home public 
school with boundaries, 

▪Change in family’s financial position,
▪Extenuating circumstances documented by the sending 
school’s principal or official representative.  

▪Limited eligibility may be granted when the student 
transfers prior to the beginning of the student’s junior year 
and does not otherwise meet the transfer by-law.  



IHSA By-law 3.043.4 - Transfer

▪The student, who is a child of divorced or legally separated 
parents, transfers attendance from one high school to 
another in conjunction with a change in legal custody 
between the parents by action of a judge of a court of 
proper jurisdiction, and a change in the student’s residence 
from the former custodial parent to the parent to who 
custody has been awarded by the court, provided that a 
copy of the petition and the court order is on file with the 
principal of the high school to which the student transfers.  



IHSA By-law 3.040 - Transfer

▪ IHSA By-law 3.047 requires that a member school enforce 
any period of ineligibility imposed or that would have been 
imposed upon the student by the school from which the 
student is transferring.  

▪The sending school must report any ineligibility to the 
receiving school on the Principals’ Concurrence Form.  













































Requesting a Ruling - Transfer

▪Required Information
•Principals’ Concurrence Form;
•Transfer  Eligibility Form

–Additional Information;

•Up to Date Student Transcript;
•Documentation of a “Change in the family’s Financial 
Position” if applicable;
•Documentation of “Extenuating Circumstances” from the 
SENDING school if applicable.   



Questions

▪ Craig Anderson, canderson@ihsa.org

▪  Tina Brown, IHSA Executive Assistant
tbrown@ihsa.org 

▪ Office:  309 663-6377


