Casebook Situations for the 2008-09 NFHS Water Polo Rules
(Including Applicable Cases from 2007-08 Casebook)
September 3, 2008

Rule 1: Field of Play and Equipment

Rule 1-1 Pregame Inspection and Rule 1-4 Pool Dimensions

Situation: The referee noted in the pregame inspection that the pool to be used for the game was
75 feet wide. No sidelines were available. What is the responsibility of the referee in this
situation?

Ruling: The width of the water polo course may not exceed 20 meters (66 feet). The referee must
inform the coach before the game of the requirement to have sidelines (marked correctly) in place
to decrease the size of the pool to the correct maximum width. After the game the referee must
report to the administrator in charge and the state association the lack of the required sidelines in
order that this may be corrected.

Rule 1-6 Pool Markings

Situation: The referee notes in the pre-game inspection that the institution does not have
correctly colored sidelines, cones and long, horizontal markers of the correct color on the pool
deck. What should be the action of the referee prior to the game?

Ruling: The rule is that the pool course must be marked correctly, in accordance with the current
rules, which were effective July 1, 2007. The institution is not required to have all the possible
deck markings. All measurements must be taken from the goal line. Correctly colored sidelines
are required if the pool width is such that sidelines are required (a pool width that exceeds 20
meters). If there are horizontal markings on the pool deck, it is preferable that these markings on
the pool deck extend down over the side of the pool so that they are clearly visible from the water
and from the other side of the pool. Cones are not required if the sidelines are marked correctly or
if there are correct markings on the pool deck if sidelines are not required. However, the use of
cones of adequate size, color, and weight on the pool deck is to be encouraged as they are very
easy for players, coaches and referees to see during the game.

Rule 1-6 and Rule 7-7 Non-Conforming Pool Markings

Situation: A pool was of the correct dimensions, but the colors in the sidelines, the markings on
the pool deck and the color and placement of cones did not agree with each other (a painted mark
on the pool deck was 6 inches from the change in color of the sidelines which was slightly
different from the location of the cones). What should be the action of the referee prior to the
game?

Ruling: One type of boundary marking (sidelines, cones, or deck markers) does not take
precedence over the other markings. The referee must point out major deficiencies to the
administrator present or, if no administrator is present, to the coach. Any possible change in
markings should be made at that time and both teams informed which marking is the correct
marking, if they still differ. After the match, the referee must report any issues with the course,
equipment, caps or desk to the state association and assigning authority in an effort to correct the
problems. The state association should report the deficiencies to the school administration.

Rule 1-7 Re-entry Area

Situation: The re-entry area was not marked on the end line at either end of the pool. An
excluded player from the visiting team entered the field of play during play at the signal of the
referee for a change in possession. At the next stoppage, without taking away the advantage, the
home team coach protested, saying that the player was outside the exclusion area and should have
been penalized for entering the field of play improperly (Rule 21-15). What should be the action
of the referee?




Ruling: Since the area was not marked at either end of that coach’s pool and since neither the
referee nor the exclusion secretary considered the player to be outside the unmarked boundary,
the protest should be denied. The referee, however, should have noted this deficiency during the
pre-game inspection of the facility and should not have started the game until the exclusion area
was marked at the correct position by using a towel, cone, etc. The referee should report the lack
of required pool markings to the coach or administrator, the state association and the assigning
authority in order that this may be permanently corrected.

Rule 1-7 Re-entry Area

Situation: The re-entry area on the end lines or pool wall was marked in red at one meter on the
boundary line at both ends of the field of play, instead of at the required two meters. An excluded
player re-entered the field of play outside the marked area at approximately 1.5 meters. The
exclusion secretary blew the whistle for an improper re-entry. What should be the action of the
referee?

Ruling: Since the player entered the field of play outside the marked re-entry area, the re-entry
shall be considered an improper re-entry and Rule 21-15 shall be applied. The referee, however,
should have noted this error in pool marking during the pre-game inspection of the facility and
should have had the host mark the exclusion areas correctly before the game began. The referee
should report the lack of required pool markings to the coach or administrator, the state
association, and the assigning authority in order that this may be immediately corrected.

Rule 1-12 Use of Video

Situation: A player’s nose is broken in a game. During the game, the coach requests to use
his/her game tape to prove that an opposing player deliberately hit the player. Is this allowed?
Ruling: No. The use of videotapes by officials to make decisions related to the game during the
game is prohibited.

Rule 3: The Ball

Rule 3-5 Ball Retrieval

Situation: A ball goes over the goal line and remains outside the field of play. A second ball
lands in a similar area. The goalkeeper then leaves the field of play to retrieve one of the balls.
What should the referee call in this situation?

Ruling: The referee should exclude the goalkeeper for 20 seconds for leaving the field of play
without permission (Rule 21-4, Rule 25-1). To prevent this situation from occurring, five game-
quality balls must be available for all championship games and are recommended for all games,
one with the referee and two at each bench. When a ball goes out of bounds over the goal line, the
coach must have a team member from the bench immediately retrieve the ball and return it to the
bench. If the coach does not do this, the referee shall warn the coach and, at the next occurrence,
shall give the coach a yellow card.

Rule 4: Caps

Rule 4-5 Goalkeeper’s Swim Cap Color

Situation: The visiting goalkeeper wears a white swim cap under the water polo cap. Is this
permitted?

Ruling: Yes. Rule 4-5 states that the color of the goalkeeper’s swim caps must be red or a color
which matches the color of the water polo cap as closely as possible. Therefore, the swim cap
worn by a visiting goalkeeper may be white or red, either color of which matches a panel in the
water polo cap of the goalkeeper. This rule allows all members of a team to wear swim caps of
one color.







